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Petition Number: P-06-1302

Petition title: Protect Mid-Wales' unique Cambrian Mountains: designate
them an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Text of petition: The Cambrian Mountains: endless open skies, outstanding
biodiversity, spectacular hills and valleys, 5000 years' heritage of Welsh
language, farming and mining. Their sense of immense space and peace is
rare.

Sadly, conservation of these uplands gets little attention. Farms are bought
up for conifer planting or for large wind farms despite the lack of
infrastructure.

So beautiful a region needs protection AND longer term rural employment.
Designate the Cambrians as Mid-Wales' first AONB!

The Cambrian Mountains' peatlands mitigate climate change by absorbing
manmade carbon, and reduce river flooding. Biodiverse native woodlands
and fens nurture precious plants, animals and birds. Birds of prey cruise the
skies; red squirrels, otters and pine martens roam; butterflies, dragonflies,
ladybirds and 15 kinds of dung-beetles call it home! Scattered farms, cairns,
chapels and ruins record people’s lives and work here since the Bronze Age.

AONB designation would bring balance between development, local
communities’ needs AND people’s need for green space. Existing AONBs like
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Gower, Anglesey, Clwydian Hills and Dee Valley thrive while promoting and
preserving Welsh landscapes for all.

We need to stop and think: Politicians raise concerns over windfarm plans
(mynewtown.co.uk). Large scale afforestation will decimate rural communities
warns farming union (nation.cymru). Give the Cambrian Mountains prestige
AONB branding and coherent management and watch the region flourish!

1. Background

Nationally important landscapes in Wales are designated as Areas of Outstanding

Landscapes’ cover around 25% of Wales. Although National Parks and AONBs
have different statutory purposes, together they seek to:

. conserve and enhance natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage; and

. promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of their
special qualities.

the making of access orders and the establishment of conservation boards.

AONB:s differ from National Parks in that they lack the statutory purpose to
promote opportunities for the public to enjoy and understand the area.

and Gower - additionally the Wye Valley AONB spans England and Wales), and 3
National Parks (Brecon Beacons, Pembrokeshire Coast and Snowdonia).



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo6/12-13-14/97
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo6/12-13-14/97
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/types-of-protected-areas-of-land-and-sea/?lang=en
https://law.gov.wales/environment/countryside-and-access/protected-landscapes#:~:text=In%20Wales%20there%20are%20three,designation%20confirmed%2017%20April%201957).
https://www.wales.com/visit/national-parks-and-aonb
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Designating AONBs

The power to designate AONBs was originally contained in the 1949 Act but was

(which is not already a National Park) as an AONB if the area is of such
outstanding natural beauty that it should be conserved and enhanced. The

In response to this petition, the Minister for Climate Change (hereafter, ‘the
Minister’) says NRW is “currently examining the case for designating a new
National Park in north-east Wales’, adding that this is an “extensive and exhaustive
process and will be the priority for the coming years for NRW in terms of new
designations”.

Planning

protection from inappropriate developments” (see section 6.3.8, page 134).

The granting of AONB status may therefore result in the local planning authority
(LPA) applying stricter development controls in the area when producing the local
development plan, and when deciding planning applications.

PPW states that “major developments should not take place in National Parks or
AONBSs except in exceptional circumstances’. PPW is accompanied by the

“applications for large-scale wind and solar will not be permitted in National Parks
and [AONBs]".

The granting of AONB status would also have an impact on smaller household

lies to prepare and publish an AONB management plan which must be reviewed
every 5 years. This will have resource implications for the local authority.



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/section/82
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/section/83
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/types-of-protected-areas-of-land-and-sea/?lang=en
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fplanning-policy-wales&data=05%7C01%7CFrancesca.Howorth%40senedd.wales%7Cac72ceb4437540ad8a9008da8b5c8425%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C637975526707900425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OZwTb5wQYNYL5Boq3kdmXwR1an1yFkjZ0GtjgR3Kb%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fplanning-policy-wales&data=05%7C01%7CFrancesca.Howorth%40senedd.wales%7Cac72ceb4437540ad8a9008da8b5c8425%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C637975526707900425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OZwTb5wQYNYL5Boq3kdmXwR1an1yFkjZ0GtjgR3Kb%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Ffuture-wales-national-plan-2040-0&data=05%7C01%7CFrancesca.Howorth%40senedd.wales%7Cac72ceb4437540ad8a9008da8b5c8425%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C637975526707900425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fYTrNZce2dUtKe9nLAaWUuonOCbnj8YOZwu%2BH4qsYFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Ffuture-wales-national-plan-2040-0&data=05%7C01%7CFrancesca.Howorth%40senedd.wales%7Cac72ceb4437540ad8a9008da8b5c8425%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C637975526707900425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fYTrNZce2dUtKe9nLAaWUuonOCbnj8YOZwu%2BH4qsYFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearch.senedd.wales%2Fresearch-articles%2Fthe-planning-series-planning-permission-and-developments-that-don-t-need-planning-permission%2F&data=05%7C01%7CFrancesca.Howorth%40senedd.wales%7Cac72ceb4437540ad8a9008da8b5c8425%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C637975526707900425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rW%2Bn1CB1kOM2Onb5jQ2GKt9THJgDsJUP4VeEN88bJR4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/section/89
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2. Welsh Government action

A review of AONB and National Parks was undertaken in 2015, the resulting

AONBs and National Parks in Wales:

. they are Valued Places;
. they contain Resilient Environments;
. they support Resilient Communities; and

. the AONB partnerships and National Park Authorities must adopt
Resilient Ways of Working.

designate a new National Park to cover the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley,
which is currently an AONB.

In her response to this petition, the Minister says NRW is “committed to
undertaking an all-Wales technical assessment of natural beauty”

It is intended that this will assess areas against the natural beauty criteria
which will help to assess their potential need for future protection.

The Minister extends an invitation to the petitioner to meet with Welsh
Government officials, together with NRW officers, to “discuss some aspects of the
proposal to designate in greater detail”.

3. Welsh Parliament action

There has been no Senedd activity regarding the AONB designation of the
Cambrian Mountains.



https://gov.wales/review-areas-outstanding-natural-beauty-and-national-parks-2015
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-04/areas-outstanding-natural-beauty-national-parks-2017-report.pdf
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/what-s-next-for-designated-landscapes-in-wales/
https://gov.wales/priorities-areas-outstanding-natural-beauty-and-national-parks-2018-valued-and-resilient
https://gov.wales/priorities-areas-outstanding-natural-beauty-and-national-parks-2018-valued-and-resilient
https://gov.wales/programme-for-government-2021-to-2026-html
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Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.




